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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Outlines of Greek History, tvith a Survey of Ancient Oriental Na- 
tions. By William C. Morey, Ph.D., D.C.L. (New York: 
The American Book Company. 1903. Pp. 378.) 

Amid the hosts of text-books which are crowding upon us each new- 
comer finds it more and more difficult to justify its appearance. Yet, 
notwithstanding the multiplicity of its rivals, Mr. Morey' s little book 
should make a place for itself. Intended, in connection with his Out- 
lines of Roman History, to provide " a complete course in ancient his- 
tory", the present work exhibits in general the same merits for which the 
earlier was conspicuous — nice discrimination in the selection of relevant 
material, balance and proportion in arrangement, and clearness and sim- 
plicity in presentation. Although the author's primary aim is the in- 
struction of the uninitiated youth, he shows himself to be au courant 
with the views of the most reliable recent writers, at least when they are 
accessible in English, for it is not so clear that he has made use of Beloch 
and Busolt. 

The rather kaleidoscopic survey of oriental nations contains helpful 
generalizations concerning the various peoples touched upon, although 
the names of many of the persons and institutions, which doubtless have 
to be mentioned, will be difficult and confusing to the young reader. In 
dealing with the Greek people, whose history naturally occupies the bulk 
of the work, the author keeps steadily in view the aim of choosing such 
facts as will illustrate their peculiar characteristics and their contributions 
to posterity : in the political field their capacity for developing free local 
institutions and their inability to weld themselves into a national union ; 
in the non-political field their unique achievements in art, literature, 
philosophy, and science. The periodic surveys of Greek life and thought 
are particularly to be commended. The amount of space devoted to 
them necessitates a corresponding curtailment in the account of political 
and military affairs ; for instance, a detailed picture of Athenian life and 
thought in the Periclean age is followed by the briefest outline of the 
events of the Peloponnesian war, a division which some even of the 
more recent writers with Thucydides before them have shrunk from ; 
epoch-making battles like Salamis and Plataea are dismissed with a bare 
mention, although accompanying diagrams help to supply the deficiency 
in the text. This pardonable brevity, however, involves the omission of 
some helpful considerations ; for example, the rivalry of Athens and 
Corinth for the control of the western sea-route as a factor in determin- 
ing the decision of the former with regard to Corcyra; Sparta's stu- 
pidity in destroying the Chalcidian league, a useful buffer against the 
Macedonian advance ; or, to go further afield, Bury's suggestive conjec- 
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tures on the limitations of existing geographical knowledge as a justi- 
fication for Alexander's extreme eastern conquests. Moreover, the rise 
of Macedon and the period of the Roman intervention are covered in 
too summary a fashion. 

Naturally in a book of this character it is possible to challenge, or at 
least to question, many of the statements. To cite a few examples : 
p. 8 1, it has been thought that the migrations to the eastern ^gean 
began even before the Dorian conquest of the Peloponnesus; p. 84, 
Busolt shows good reason for questioning the customary view that the 
Phoenicians founded Thebes ; p. 90, there were not only one but two 
systems of writing in Crete ; p. 93, possibly the oriental influence on 
Mycenaean art is too much emphasized ; p. 100, Hesiod should have been 
mentioned with Homer as a formative influence on Greek religion ; p. 
128, in stating that Solon is said to have visited Croesus, although some 
writers now believe it possible, no mention is made of the- difficulty of 
reconciling the traditional dates ; p. 130, doubt has been recently cast 
upon the twofold expulsion of Pisistratus ; p. 151, it is not stated that 
the original center of the Araphictyonic league was at Anthela and that 
the league continued to hold one of its annual meetings there after it 
began to meet at Delphi; p. 174, the traditional story of Histiaeus's 
share in instigating the Ionian revolt is omitted without reason ; p. 226, 
the list of liturgies is not complete ; p. 232, it is not clear from the text 
whether one or two older temples preceded the Erechtheum there 
described ; p. 252, it is at least an open question whether members of the 
Athenian Assembly were paid under Pericles; p. 284, the tyrant Gelon 
might at least have been mentioned ; p. 288, the Hellenica goes further 
than the close of the Peloponnesian war ; p. 307, the extent of Aristotle's 
influence on Alexander has been questioned. Many teachers will welcome 
the long-sanctioned usage of spelling Greek names in the Romanized 
form. The maps are frequent and helpful, and the classified bibliography 
is reasonably ample and well-chosen, though it hardly seems that Law- 
ton's useful little Introduction to Classical Greek Literature appeared too 
late for insertion. 

Arthur Lyon Cross. 

History of the Moorish Empire in Europe. By S. P. Scott. (Phila- 
delphia and London : J. B. Lippincott Company. 1904. Three 
vols., pp. xlii, 761 ; ix, 686; ix, 696.) 

A SATISFYING history of the Muslim dominion in Spain has been long 
awaited both by the historical student and by the general reader. It is 
likely to be awaited still. Mr. Scott's three volumes are obviously the 
result of conscientious and comprehensive reading in some half-dozen 
languages, but their author lacks the historical temperament. His work, 
though not without a certain old-fashioned dignity of style, is too monot- 
onous to be popular and too uncritical in its affirmations to content the 
trained student of history. It seems a pity that after covering thirty-seven 



